Oral health status of children with craniofacial anomalies.
As a key component of the craniofacial team in caring for children with craniofacial anomalies, pediatric dentists play a vital role in the treatment and prevention of dental disease. The purpose of this paper was to review the current literature on the oral health status of individuals with craniofacial anomalies, concentrating on children with cleft lip and/or palate (CLP). CLP children are at high risk for developing caries and periodontal disease, have poor oral hygiene, and often have unmet dental needs. Recommendations for pediatric dentists caring for children with craniofacial anomalies include providing parent education, dietary counseling, oral hygiene instructions for the parent and child and implementing other preventive measures.